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It has been three and a half centuries since the first colonists came to the shores of North America.  From the very beginning composers of “American” music have emerged as a dramatic and innovative force that has changed the culture of the country and the musical language of the world.  

The Sinfonietta, as a “POPS Orchestra” will examine the music of popular “American” composers in this program. It should be noted that all of the composers represented today have written countless works that might be termed “Serious” and are listed in the repertoires of world class orchestras around the world.  

In reviewing the eleven composers in this program you may be wondering why we haven’t included some of your favorites. Truth to tell, there are too many to cover in one program.  Several of the composers in this concert were part of the Guest Composer Concert Series that Dr. Melendy initiated at Indiana State University. It was a series that lasted for ten years. These programs became a memorable highlight for the students who played in the all-student symphony orchestra. You may be pleased to know that the Sinfonietta will be scheduling further programs to highlight American composers who worked on Broadway and in Hollywood. STAY TUNED!

PLAY - “FANFARE FOR THE COMMON MAN”

What better way to begin than with a Fanfare.  Aaron Copland was born in Brooklyn in 1900 of Lithuanian Jewish parents.  At the time of his death in 1990 he was considered the “Dean” of American Music Composers for his use of American themes and folk Styles.  

Beginning in 1936 Copland wrote a series of ballets, and other concert works that have become icons of modern American music.  With compositions such as “Billy the Kid, Rodeo, A Lincoln Portrait and the Fanfare for the Common Man” Aaron Copland’s music is recognized worldwide.   

During mid-1942 Eugene Goossens, conductor of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, asked Copland to write a fanfare to precede a concert by the orchestra.  A total of eighteen different fanfares were written by well known composers, but Copland’s is the only one still in the standard literature. Goossens suggested titles such as “Fanfare for Soldiers, or Sailors or Airmen” and he wrote Copland that “it is my idea to make these fanfares a stirring and significant contribution to the war effort”. 

Copland considered several titles including “Fanfare for a Solemn Ceremony and Fanfare for Four Freedoms”. To Goossen’s surprise however, Copland titled the piece “Fanfare for the Common Man”. Goossens wrote, “its title is as original as the music, and I think it is so telling that it deserves a special occasion for its performance.  If it is agreeable to you, (Copland) we will premiere it 12 March 1943 at income tax time”.  Copland’s reply was, “I am all for honoring the common man at income tax time”.  

“LEROY ANDERSON FAVORITES”

Leroy Anderson who was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 1908 and died in 1975 was best known as a composer of light concert music pieces, many of which were introduced by the Boston Pops Orchestra under the direction of Arthur Fiedler. He graduated from Harvard University “cum laude” with both a Bachelors and Master of Arts in 1930. He also served as director of Harvard Bands and also at Radcliffe College. 

Leroy Anderson had a Phd. In Germanic Languages and in WW II Anderson served in U.S. Army Intelligence because of his fluency in languages.  He also served in the same capacity during the Korean War.  He appeared as a guest conductor of most of the major orchestras in the US and was also one of the ten guest conductor/composers Dr. Melendy brought to ISU.  His Blue Tango was the first instrumental recording ever to sell a million copies.  His most famous pieces are probably “Sleigh Ride, and the Syncopated Clock”. In 1958 he wrote the Musical “Goldilocks” which earned two Tony awards.  Leroy has a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame and was inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame.  Today we have chosen a medley of Leroy Anderson favorites: The Blue Tango, Belle of the Ball, The Syncopated Clock, and Serenata all arranged by Calvin Custer.

“VINCENT YOUMANS FANTASY”

Zelda Fitzgerald, wife of F. Scott Fitzgerald once said, “Vincent Youmans wrote the music for those twilights just after the war. They were wonderful. They hung above the city like an indigo wash, and they possessed that aura of darkness and romance, gaiety and melancholy, that seems a special mark of the Jazz Age”. 

Vincent Youmans a composer of American popular music and Broadway musicals was born in New York in 1898 and died in Denver, Colorado in 1946 from Tuberculosis.  Drafted to fight in WWI, he took an interest in theatre when he produced troop shows for the U.S.Navy.  After the War, he was a Tin Pan Alley song plugger and also worked with Ira Gershwin on the score of “Two Little Girls in Blue” which won wide acclaim.  He continued to write songs for Broadway and scored the music for nine movies.  His most famous work was the Broadway show, “No, No, Nannette”. 

In the next selection the Sinfonietta is pleased to present the singing talent of Susan and Cary Strahley from Faith Wesleyan Church as they join the orchestra to perform a medley of Vincent Youmans Songs. 

“COLE PORTER CLASSICS” 

Cole Albert Porter, composer and songwriter was born in 1891 in Peru, Indiana and died in 1964 in Santa Monica, California. His works include musical comedies “Kiss Me Kate, Anything Goes” as well as songs like “Night and Day, I get a Kick out Of You, and I’ve Got You Under My Skin”. He was noted for his sophisticated lyrics and complex forms.  Porter attended Yale and while there wrote 300 songs.  After a first success his songs began to be flops so he banished himself to Paris selling songs and living off an allowance from his grandfather.  In 1919 he married Linda Lee Thomas, a rich Louisville, Kentucky born divorcee eight years his senior.  She was beautiful, loved travel and was extremely wealthy with a sense of style and class.  

Porter suffered a tragic horse accident and remained in constant pain for the rest of his life.  Eventually, his leg injuries caught up with him and his right leg was amputated and replaced with an artificial limb.  After the death of his beloved mother, he never wrote another song and spent the remaining years of his life in relative seclusion.  He is buried in Mount Hope Cemetery in Peru, Indiana.  In the following selection we are featuring the talents of our percussion section.  

“PAVANNE”

One of the most prolific composer/conductors was Morton Gould.  Morton Gould was the fifth (5th) composer Dr. Melendy invited to ISU during the Composer/Conductor Series. Always serious in content, his works are nevertheless familiar to most everyone and have been played and recorded by symphony orchestras throughout the world.  His works range from symphonies, ballets, musical comedy, movies, recording and television.  

Gould was born in New York City in 1913 and at the age of four was already playing piano and composing.  He gained critical attention as a prodigy and at seventeen was already a successful, well known personality in the music world.  At the time of his death in 1996 he was regarded as the leading composer of serious concert hall music in America.  

One of his most delicate and pure melodies is revealed in the second movement to the American Symphonette No. 2, which he titled “Pavanne”.  Written for solo trumpet we feature our Assistant Conductor and Principal Trumpet, Mr. James Chesterson.

“STEPHEN FOSTER REVISITED”

Stephen Collins Foster known as the “Father of American Music” was born in 1826 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and grew up the youngest of ten children in a middle class family that would eventually become destitute after his father’s fall into alcoholism.  

He was the pre-eminent songwriter in the United States during the 19th century.  

His songs such as: “Oh! Susannah, Camptown Races, My Old Kentucuky Home, and Old Folks at Home, also known as Sewanee River” remain popular over 150 years after they were composed.  

His career began when he signed a contract with the Christy Minstrels. His songs were of the black minstrel show tradition.  Foster attempted to make a living as a professional song writer but, saw very little of the profits his works generated.  The Civil War helped to ruin the commercial market for newly written music.  Stephen Foster died in 1864 at the age of 37 while living in the Bowery in New York City on the lower east side of Manhattan. He had exactly $.38 in his pocket when he died.  He is buried in the Allegheny Cemetery in Pittsburgh.  The Sinfonietta has selected an exciting arrangement by Bill Holcombe of several of his melodies.  What makes this so unique is that it features four saxophones in a concerto style.  The four artists are led by Dr. Paul Bro, Professor of Saxophone at ISU on the Soprano Sax, Dr. Matthew Balensuela from Depauw University on Alto Sax, Mr. Nate Pollard on the Tenor Sax and Ms. Mallory Stalbaum on Baritone Sax.

INTERMISSION – 12 MINUTES

“DUKE ELLINGTON MEDLEY”

Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington was born in Washington DC in 1899.  He was one 

of the most influential figures to emerge from the US Jazz scene during the 20th century as a composer, pianist and big band leader. Some of the biggest names in jazz came out of the Ellington Band including Johnny Hodges, Ben Webster, Cootie Williams, Harry Carney, Clark Terry, Louis Bellson, and Ray Nance. Many of these musicians played in the Ellington Band for decades.  It was Ellington’s genius that melded them into one of the most well-known bands in the history of jazz.   Duke and his longtime collaborator Billy Strayhorn wrote some of the most enduring ballads we have.  

He was awarded the US Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1969 and The Legion of Honor by France in 1973.  He died of lung cancer and pneumonia on 24 May 1974 and was buried in Woodlawn Cemetery in New York City.

“SKYLARK”

Hoagland “Hoagy” Carmichael was born in Bloomington, IN in 1899. He is one of the few great craftsmen who were the most important innovators among the hundreds of song writers in the first half of the 20th century.  He earned a Bachelor’s degree and a law degree in 1926 from Indiana University. He eventually devoted himself full time to music.  In 1937 he wrote the song “Chimes of Indiana”. It was made Indiana University’s official Alma Mater in 1978. He was awarded an Honorary Doctorate in Music from IU in 1972. Along with his popular songs, he appeared as an actor in at least 14 motion pictures. 

It is interesting to note that his composition “Stardust” has been called the most recorded American song ever written. This one song still generates approximately $50,000 per year in royalties.  The Sinfonietta was surprised to find this song was unavailable for orchestra. We have opted for the lovely song “Skylark which has lyrics by the well known lyricist Johnny Mercer and arranged for orchestra by Marty Gold.

 “GEORGE GERSHWIN IN CONCERT”

George and Ira Gershwin were the composer and lyricist of what many consider to be the greatest theater music in the world.  Over eight hundred songs and musical works came from the pens of the Gershwin brothers.  In the following arrangement by Chuck Sayre you will hear four of their most memorable melodies: “I’ve Got Rhythm, Someone to Watch Over Me, S’Wonderful, and excerpts from Rhapsody in Blue”. For your pleasure we bring back Susan and Cary Strahley to sing for you.  

“SATCHMO! A TRIBUTE TO LOUIS ARMSTRONG”

Louis Daniel Armstrong, also known as “Satchmo” was born in New Orleans in 1901. He spent his youth in poverty in neighborhood known as Storyville.  His father William Armstrong abandoned the family when Louis was an infant. His first contact with music and the cornet was when he entered the New Orleans Home for “Colored Waifs”.  He learned music from several legends of the New Orleans Jazz scene such as “Bunk Johnson, Buddy Petit and above all, Joe “King” Oliver. Louis Armstrong was a charismatic, innovative performer whose bright personality transformed jazz into a popular art form. Armstrong, by himself, changed how we play jazz and popular music in the world. His use of improvised solos and incredible technique were groundbreaking.  Toward the end of his career he was best known as a vocalist and was one of the most influential jazz singers. Louis kept a busy tour schedule until a few years before his death.  Armstrong died of a heart attack on July 6, 1971 at the age of 69, the night after playing a show at the Waldorf Astoria’s Empire Room in New York.  In the following selection you will hear a few of his most popular songs.  

“IRVING BERLIN, A SYMPHONIC PORTRAIT”

Irving Berlin was born in 1888 in Tyumen Russia. He was one of the most prolific and famous of the American Tin Pan Alley song writers. He, almost alone, wrote both music and lyrics even though he could not read music beyond a rudimentary level.  He composed over 3,000 songs, many of which left an indelible mark on American Music and culture.  In addition to his songs, he also composed 17 film scores and 21 Broadway musical scores. The film “Holiday Inn” introduced the song “White Christmas” which became one of the most recorded songs in history.  Bing Crosby first sang the song in the film and his recording sold over 30 million copies.  

This single recording was recognized as the best selling single recording in any music category for more than 50 years until 1997 when Elton John’s tribute to Diana, Princess of Wales, “Candle in the Wind”. 

Irving Berlin died of a heart attack in New York City at the age of 101.  

 At the conclusion, Dr. Melendy will bring back the guest artists for further audience recognition.  He will then announce the encore “Washington Post”.
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