Terre Haute Sinfonietta Pops Orchestra

See the USA – 10 Dec. 06

The theme for this program, “SEE THE USA” may have a familiar ring to it. Several years ago, a television program featuring the popular singer Dinah Shore used the same title to open and close her program.  Dinah suggested that her audience use a Chevrolet to investigate our country. Since we will not all fit into a Chevy, we will look at the USA musically.  An entire program of this nature would entail a voluminous body of songs which would be much too long for a single concert.  In order to keep the program within normal concert length we will offer a cross section of the country.  

The music today reflects the composer and geographical region of the country it describes.  The composers who wrote today’s music were also influenced by historical events as well as conventions of the time. 

And now ON WITH THE SHOW!!

“PATRIOTIC MELODIES THAT STIRRED OUR NATION”

Before we begin our musical journey across the USA we thought it appropriate to set the mood with patriotic melodies that stirred our nation in times of peace and war throughout our history.  Our first selection features melodies that came about because of the conflicts that inspired them. The arrangement is by Jack Bullock and the numbers are The Battle Hymn of the Republic from the Civil War, When Johnny Comes Marching Home, also from the Civil War, The Marines Hymn and The Caisson Song from WWI, and America from the early 20th century.

“SALUTE TO THE BIG APPLE” 

Our musical travelogue begins on the East coast and generally moves South and West in the same manner as our country was settled.  What better way to start than with “The Big Apple”. New York City by any standard is a world class city. 

“BACK HOME AGAIN IN INDIANA”

Assistant conductor James Chesterson leads the brass sextet in an arrangement of Indiana.   This song is traditionally sung by the actor Jim Nabors before the start of the Indianapolis 500 mile race. This special arrangement goes through several style changes and was arranged by Paul Nagle. 

“HOME STRETCH”

The Commonwealth of Kentucky is world famous for tobacco, bourbon and thoroughbred horses.  Arguably the most famous horse race in the world is the Kentucky Derby.  The “Run for the Roses”, which began in 1875, brings tens of thousands of people each May to Churchill Downs in Louisville.  One of the great dramatic moments comes when the announcer shouts, “and down the stretch they come”. As a homage to Kentucky and this great race, we have chosen a descriptive piece by the staff composer/arranger for the Boston Pops Orchestra, Mr. Leroy Anderson. Here is “Home Stretch”. 

“GEORGIA ON MY MIND”

One of Hoosier composer Hoagy Carmichael’s most popular songs is “Georgia on My Mind”. The late great singer Ray Charles’s 1960 recording of the song tied him and the State together.  Mr. Norman Hanson who plays with the Terre Haute Symphony Orchestra and several local musical groups also teaches at North Central High School. Mr Hanson graciously accepted an invitation to perform with the orchestra today.  In an arrangement set for string orchestra and solo trombone, here is Mr Hanson to the perform “Georgia on My Mind”.

“AN AMERICAN FANTASIE”

“An American Fantasie” incorporates much of our history through music from the Revolutionary War through the Civil War.  Some of America’s best known songs from both the Ante Bellum South and the North are represented in this medley. Columbia, the Gem of the Ocean, Old Susannah, Old Folks at Home, Dixie, Gentle Annie, Yankee Doodle, Marching Through Georgia and America have been compiled and arranged for orchestra by F. Karl Grossman who is conductor and Chairman of the Music Department at Case Western Reserve University. 

“THE ARKANSAS TRAVELER”   

Our tour of the South continues with a classic bluegrass tune that features our violin section. Doug Inman who is a bluegrass fiddler is featured as is Richard Cooper our principal flutist, who couldn’t resist sneaking into the infectious melody of “The Arkansas Traveler”.

INTERMISSION

“WESTERN HOEDOWN”

As we migrated across the great plains to the west coast in wagon trains, intrepid pioneers would end long hard days by circling the wagons for protection. After supper there was bound to be a fiddler in one of the wagons who would play as the others danced and sang songs to pass the time. Our next number is a good example of the type of music played at the time.  It again features our string section.  If you have an attack of “Happy Feet” and feel the need to dance, please use the aisles. Here is “Western Hoedown”.

“OKLAHOMA”

The states of the old west are famous for uncluttered vistas and spectacular scenery. In addition, the west is famous for outlaws, gunslingers and lawmen both real and fictional. The Indian Territory which became the State of Oklahoma in 1907 is famous for agriculture, and oil. Oklahoma is known as the “sooner state” because of the settlers who set up homesteads before the territory was officially opened for settlement. A musical selection to describe the State was an easy choice.  Rodgers and Hammerstein called their Broadway Musical show “Oklahoma”.  The following arrangement by Rosario Bourdon is true to the original show.  

“THE THEME FROM DALLAS”

As we travel to the state of Texas, we conjure up visions of huge herds of long horn cattle being driven up the Chisholm Trail to the railroads to the East.  We also picture oil wells and the vast size of the state.   Superlatives abound when trying to describe the State of Texas. Big oil, big cattle, big ranches, big hats, and big TV shows.  A few years ago there was an immensely popular show called “Dallas”. The story was set on the fictional Southfork Ranch owned by the Ewing family.  One of the most watched TV programs in history was the one simply titled, “Who Shot J.R.”. We located the theme from this show and we bring back the brass quintet to play it for you.  

“ON THE TRAIL”

 One of the natural wonders of the world is the awesome Grand Canyon in northwest Arizona.  A trip into the one mile deep by five miles wide canyon is a trip backwards into geologic history.  Ferde’ Grofe’ who did the original arrangement for the Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue” premiere composed the “Grand Canyon Suite” in 1931. One movement in the suite depicts a trip into the Grand Canyon on donkey.  Donkeys are used because they are more surefooted than horses and do not spook as easily. The movement called simply “On the Trail” is very descriptive.  Assistant Conductor James Chesterson now directs the orchestra in “On The Trail”. 

“ST. LOUIS BLUES”

We now leave the Southwest and head back up to the Midwest for one last look. The “Gateway to the West” was the city of St. Louis.  William Christopher Handy, 1873-1958 was born as the son and grandson of ministers.  Handy integrated the blues idiom which is characterized by the “blue note” or flatted seventh tone of the scale into the then fashionable ragtime. The blues also allowed for improvisation which is a hallmark of jazz.  Handy drew greatly on negro folk melodies for his work.  Handy had a rough time being recognized for his work.  His father, who was a classical music aficionado, did not consider his compositions serious until his music was performed at Carnegie Hall. Here is the great “St Louis Blues”.

“SOUNDS OF HOLLYWOOD”

Our musical travelogue now goes to California, home to Hollywood and the motion picture industry. The first motion picture with a sound track was a musical called, “The Jazz Singer”. The movies have been a source of popular music ever since. Often the music in a movie was more memorable than the picture itself.  Today, Assistant Conductor Jim Chesterson  conducts a medley of songs from three box office winning movies.  

“CHICAGO”

We close our program by traveling back to the Midwest. Chicago, the musical is a story about a floozy’s deadly desire for fame and fortune.  This Tony award winning show from Broadway was transferred into a movie which won six Academy Awards. The opening trumpet solo is played by Steve Steppe as we close with Chicago.  

Dr. Melendy will then recognize the soloists and guest artists and announce the encore.  “White Christmas”

“WHITE CHRISTMAS”
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