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13 November 2005

“A Sinfonietta Showcase”

Anyone who engages Conductor Dr.Earle Melendy in conversation will soon realize the pride he takes in talking about the Terre Haute Sinfonietta Pops Orchestra.  Now in its 16th season, this orchestra was founded by Mr. David L. McConkey and Dr. Melendy with one goal; to offer an opportunity for local talent to perform whether as singers, dancers, or instrumental musicians. Local and statewide celebrities are also invited to serve as narrators. 

Today’s program is a memorial to David Lee McConkey who passed away at the age of 56 on March 27th, 2005.  David served as a Graduate Assistant to Dr. Melendy when working with the ISU Symphony Orchestra.  After graduation, David became band director at Schulte High School and founded the Terre Haute Concert Band, the forerunner of the Terre Haute Community Band which performs during the summer months at Fairbanks Park here in Terre Haute. He was a talented and creative man who will be missed.  

The Sinfonietta remains unique in the local area in that there are professional caliber musicians along with enthusiastic amateurs, students, professional business people and housewives all playing in this orchestra. The Sinfonietta is also unique in that all musicians donate their time and talent.  The money collected from ticket sales goes toward paying our operating expenses. The Sinfonietta could not survive without the dedication and loyalty of these musicians and you the audience. Today you will hear each section featured as well as solos, duets, trios and a small combo.  Dr. Melendy hopes and believes you will appreciate the caliber of these musicians, as they make a considerable contribution to the artistic life of the City of Terre Haute and the surrounding communities in Illinois and Indiana. 

Now for a personal note. Last June, the Sinfonietta faced a crisis that threatened our existence.  Thanks to the support of several people in the community and especially Jim and Terry Evans we now have a new home with rehearsal facilities, offices and storage space.  We thank them for our continued life. 

“SALUTE TO THE BIG BANDS”

We begin this program with music from one of the most memorable periods in American popular music.  It was called the “Swing Era” and gave birth to some of the most popular bands in history.  In “A Salute to the Big Bands” you will hear songs that will bring back memories from that era.   Included in the arrangement are “April in Paris”, “I’m Gettin Sentimental Over You”, “Pennsylvania 6-5000”, and “Serenade in Blue”. 

“TURKEY IN THE STRAW”

Although violin music is most often thought of in terms of the great Baroque and Romantic compositions for the instrument, there are also world renowned songs in the Gypsy, Country, and Bluegrass genres. One of the most famous in the Country idiom is the classic “Turkey in the Straw”. In an arrangement by David Guion that involves the entire orchestra here is that old warhorse.

“A TRUMPETER’S LULLABY”
James Chesterson, who was a student of Dr. Melendy’s at Indiana State University, was selected to serve as the Assistant Conductor of the Sinfonietta.  Jim is also the principal Trumpet for the orchestra and is featured in Leroy Anderson’s composition “A Trumpeter’s Lullaby”.

“SHOUTIN’ LIZA TROMBONE & 

“THE WHISTLER & HIS DOG”

Two legends in American Band Music were Henry Fillmore (1881-1956) and Arthur Pryor (1870-1942).  Both were trombone players of renown as well as composers.  Henry Fillmore has over 2,500 compositions to his credit, including a number of very fine marches and a series of ragtime novelty tunes which used special effects only the trombone was capable of performing.   Arthur Pryor was the solo trombonist for the John Philip Sousa Band and later formed his own band as well as composing well into the 20th Century.  

The Sinfonietta is honored to have as our tuba player a man who has spent his entire life in music.  Mr Harold Ellshoff is a graduate of the US Navy School of Music and served on Board the USS Iowa as a Ship’s Musician during the Korean War.  For the past 41 years he has been on the podium as the conductor of the Marshall, IL Municipal Band.  Dr. Melendy has asked Mr. Ellshoff to conduct “Shoutin Liza Trombone” by Henry Fillmore and “The Whistler and His Dog” which was written in 1905 by Arthur Pryor.

“DEVIL’S DREAM”

String players often have a reputation as being rather staid and snobby. However, they do have fun when playing bluegrass music.  Here is one of the classic bluegrass compositions called “Devil’s Dream”.   Enjoy our violins as they kick off and turn loose. 

“FLUTE COCKTAIL”

Harry Simeone has made a great contribution to American Popular Music as a composer, conductor, and arranger.  He is best known as the founder and conductor of the Harry Simeone Chorale and as the arranger for Fred Waring and the Pennsylvanians. He arranged many compositions for orchestra and chorus. Today we feature the flute section in Mr Simeone’s original composition “Flute Cocktail”.  Assistant Conductor James Chesterson is on the podium. 

“ADAGIO”

Ask many people what they like about Baroque music and they will often talk about the constant tempo and the layered dynamics.  The Baroque was the historical period that occurred roughly from 1600 to 1750, the year J.S.Bach died. Many Baroque works were based on dance forms of the day such as Gigue, Gavotte, Sarabande and Allemande.  There were also works based on tempo markings such as Allegro which means fast or lively or Adagio which means slow. The great composers of the Baroque period such as Bach, Handel, Vivaldi and Corelli all used these typical composition devices in their works.  

The following “Adagio” by Tomaso Albinoni (1671-1751) is one of the most haunting and beautiful melodies ever written. The story of this composition is worth telling you about.  In 1945, Remo Giazotto, a Milanese musicologist went to Dresden to complete his biography of Albinoni. Before the war, the Dresden State Library housed the most complete collection of Albinoni works and papers in the world.  In the ruins of the library, Giazotto discovered a fragment of manuscript with only the bass line and six (6) bars of melody. Giazotto reconstituted the now famous “Adagio” from that fragment. This is undoubtedly Albinoni’s most famous piece and he probably would not recognize it. 

“DIXIELAND CONCERTO”

Ragtime got its name from the bordello pianists in New Orleans and other river towns who syncopated or “ragged” the rhythm to well know compositions of the time. Pianists such as Scott Joplin composed original works in the ragtime manner.  The “Original Dixieland Concerto” by John Warrington uses melodies and dances from early Dixieland, and Blues which grew out of Ragtime.  Instead of one or two soloists as in a classical concerto this composition calls for a “Dixieland Combo” and includes “Jazz Me Blues”, “Ballin’ the Jack”, and “The Original Dixieland One-Step”. 

“JAZZ PIZZICATO” 

Leroy Anderson (1908-1975) has been called one of 20th century America’s greatest composers along with George Gershwin, Aaron Copland and Charles Ives. Leroy Anderson held B.A. and M.A. degrees in Music from Harvard University where he eventually was director of the Harvard University Band.  He also was working on a PhD in Germanic and Scandinavian Languages at Harvard.  He spoke nine languages fluently and was a linguist for the U.S. Army during WWII.  In 1938 he began his association with Arthur Fiedler and the Boston Pops Orchestra as composer and arranger.  

In 1969 Mr. Anderson was a featured Guest Composer with the ISU Symphony Orchestra which was under the direction of Dr. Melendy. That Concert drew a capacity audience to Tilson Auditorium at ISU. 
We would now like to feature the string section in the first piece Leroy Anderson wrote for the Boston Pops Orchestra in 1938. Here is “Jazz Pizzicato”.

“HOLIDAY FOR TROMBONES”

David Rose (1910-1990) composer, arranger, motion picture and television musical director and recording artist was one of the top musical directors in the world.  In his hey day his music was being used on twenty-two television programs.  Two of his multi-million record sellers was “Holiday for Strings” and “The Stripper”.  Today we feature our trombone section with “Holiday for Trombones”. 

“VIVA VIOLAS”

Any conductor would agree that one of the most important sections of an orchestra are the violas which are not often given the melodic line. Composer Richard Meyer has written a piece with a Spanish flavor that finally features the viola section.  Here is a fun piece that puts the spotlight on the violas.  Here is “Viva Violas”.

“CONCERTO FOR TWO FLUTES AND ORCHESTRA”

  One of the legendary Italian Baroque composers was Antonio Vivaldi who was born in Venice and composed some of his most famous works there.  He was an ordained priest who taught music in a girl’s school.  In the late Baroque period, the concerto form became popular with composers and audiences alike.  Vivaldi had the distinction of writing more Concerti than any other composer.  Of his more than 700 compositions, 450 were Concertos for various instruments and combinations of instruments.  We would like to present Richard and Barbara Cooper performing Vivaldi’s “Concerto for Two Flutes and Orchestra”.

“PIZZICATO”
Most people are familiar with the string bass section of an orchestra who occasionally put down their bows to pluck the strings. 
All bowed string instruments occasionally have passages in the classic literature where they do this, and it is common in jazz, country and bluegrass music.  The following number was written by French composer Leo Delibes (1836-1891) who wrote almost exclusively for the theatre.  In 1876 Delibes wrote the music for the ballet “Sylvia” which was considered the best ballet written up to Tschaikovsky’s “Swan Lake” which even he considered better than his more famous work.  Here is a favorite melody from that ballet which features the strings called “Pizzicato”.

“BUGLERS HOLIDAY”

To close the first half of today’s program we feature another piece from the prolific pen of Leroy Anderson.  Here are Steve Steppe, Ron Dunbar and Jim Chesterson playing “Buglers Holiday”.

_____________________________________________________________

INTERMISSION FOR 12 MINUTES.

_____________________________________________________________

“TAIKO”

We are proud of our percussion section; they can handle anything from the classics to jazz.  Taiko means “Fat Drum” in Japanese.  The name is used to refer to the ancient art of Japanese Drumming which was originally developed to scare off evil demons.  The largest Taiko Drum in North America is located in San Francisco. The drum stands over twelve feet high and weighs one ton.  Although we can’t come close to that, our percussion section will use all of the drums available to them as we play “Taiko”.

“THE ELEPHANT”

You may notice that our Bass Viol section consists of only one man, Mr. James Anderson.  Jim is a free lance bassist who has performed with the Ft. Wayne, South Bend, Lafayette, and Springfield, IL. Symphony Orchestras. Jim is currently the principal bass with the Danville, IL Symphony.

In 1886 the French composer Camille Saint-Saens (1835-1921) wrote the popular “Carnival of the Animals” which musically describes various animals.  The twentieth century American poet Ogden Nash composed a short humorous introduction to each piece. For the elephant he wrote:

Elephants are useful friends

Equipped with handles on both ends.

They have a wrinkled, moth proof hide;

Their teeth are upside down outside. 

If you think the elephant preposterous

You’ve probably never seen a rhinosterous. 
 Mr Anderson will perform “The Elephant” accompanied by Ms Mimi Mech on the piano.

“BASS-I-CALLY BLUEGRASS”
Bass-i-cally Bluegrass is a lighthearted arrangement based on “Buffalo Gals”. This setting reflects bluegrass influences as the string section is heard “trading licks” with the bass.  Jim Anderson again solos on the bass.

“CONCERTO FOR TWO TRUMPETS AND ORCHESTRA”

We previously heard a double Flute Concerto by Antonio Vivaldi.  We now hear the “Concerto for Two Trumpets and Orchestra” featuring Jim Chesterson and Ron Dunbar playing the 1st movement from that work.  

“THE DREAM OF OLWEN”
One of the golden musicians is our pianist/keyboardist Ms. Mimi Mech. She has highlighted many of our programs in the past.  Today she plays the beautiful romantic composition “The Dream of Olwen”.

“CLARINET CANDY”
We again turn to composer Leroy Anderson to show off our clarinet section.  The piece is called “Clarinet Candy” and features Ms Jan Weber and Mr. L. Edward Harbour in “Clarinet Candy”.  

“PENNYWHISTLE JIG”
The name Henry Mancini should be familiar to all American audiences.  From the theme to the TV show “Peter Gunn” to his numerous motion picture scores Mancini won many awards. Mancini wrote the music score to the film “The Molly Maguires” which tells a story of Irish immigrants in the Pennsylvania coal fields during the 1850’s. From that movie we feature Ms. Susan Hiddle on the piccolo performing “The Pennywhistle Song”. 

“SWING FOR STRINGS”
Composer, arranger Dorn Younger graduated from DePauw University in Greencastle.  His compositions range from symphonic to choral to jazz.  Here is “Swing for Strings” which also features a clarinet solo played by Ms Jan Weber. 

“PLINK-PLANK-PLUNK”
Leroy Anderson had a sense of humor as demonstrated by one of his tunes written for strings, piano and special effects by percussion.  We hope you enjoy “Plink-Plank-Plunk” as much as we do.

“KITCHEN PERCUSSION MARCH”

For our finale we reveal the hidden talent of our three guest artists as they bring you a rare performance. From the academic world we are honored to feature Superintendent of the Vigo Co. School Corp., Mr Danny Tanoos, Principal of North Vigo H.S., Mr Mick Newport, and __________________ _______as they perform the “Kitchen Percussion March” with the orchestra.

After this piece Dr. Melendy will call for bows from the solists and for the orchestra.  
1

