Terre Haute Sinfonietta Pops Orchestra

Spirit of the Waters

14 November 04


The idea of constructing a program based on the theme of water was chiefly inspired by a book of photographs by James Martin called “Spirit of the Waters”. It contains notes and images from the Rocky Mountains known as “America’s Alps”.  The sound of water rings everywhere. It murmurs in the forests and roars down cliffs.  Tiny rivulets born on the surface of glaciers join one another to become torrents ending up in the oceans.  Over the centuries water has eroded the land and carved deep valleys and created seas and islands.  Composers on this program were inspired by creeks, lakes, rivers, and the mighty seas and oceans.  

“Hornpipe from The Water Music Suite”

LET US BEGIN.  The time in Western Civilization from 1600 to 1750 is known as the Baroque Period. Colonies were established in North America, architecture rediscovered classical Greece and Rome, and the development of what would become the “Orchestra” began.  Orchestras grew from around twenty-five musicians to the large modern ensembles we have today which sometimes exceeds one hundred musicians.  The Baroque Period produced legendary composers who began to write formal compositions for the orchestra.  A contemporary of Johann Sebastian Bach, the great George Frederick Handel, composed our first number.  It was a custom of the British King James II to assemble the ladies and gentlemen from his court on a lazy Sunday afternoon to float down the River Thames on a Royal Barge and enjoy the day.  The King felt that it would add much to the occasion if music could be provided.  Handel was asked to write some “appropriate music” and planned to have it played on an adjoining barge.  He composed what is now called the “Water Music Suite”.  Here is the final movement from this suite called the “Hornpipe”.  

“Mississippi Suite”

The American composer Ferde Grofe first drew musical attention as an orchestral arranger for conductor Paul Whiteman.  Grofe, a pianist, first met Paul Whiteman in 1919 in San Francisco where Whiteman was a violist with the San Francisco Symphony.  The two collaborated for over a dozen years. It was he who wrote Whiteman’s thoroughly planned symphonic orchestrations.  
George Gershwin’s famous composition “Rhapsody in Blue” originally written for The Paul Whiteman Band for a performance in Aeolian Hall in New York City on February 12th, 1924 was arranged by Ferde Grofe.  His own programmatic composition, the Grand Canyon Suite remains an exciting addition to any concert.  Perhaps not as well known is his Mississippi Suite.  It contains four movements: 1 – Father of the Waters, 2 – Huckleberry Finn, 3 – Old Creole Days and 4 – Mardi Gras.

“Blue Danube Waltzes” 

During the Romantic Period of Music, 1825 till 1900, music became filled with emotion and poetic ideas.  Composers frequently were inspired by and tried to integrate poetry into their musical compositions.  Beethoven is a prime example of this, having been inspired on numerous occasions by the poetry of Schiller and Goethe. Waltzes were also conceived during the Romantic Period and in a short time this popular dance swept through all of Europe.  Johann Straus Jr. became know as the “Waltz King” and achieved great fame and fortune through his four hundred waltzes.  One of the most popular was the “Blue Danube Waltz”.  In keeping with our theme of water related music we will play several of these waltzes.   We are delighted to feature a special interpretation by the fabulous dancers from the Academy of Dance directed by Patti Willey.  

“Ebb Tide”

In 1989 MGM Pictures released the movie “Sweet Bird of Youth” starring Elizabeth Taylor and Mark Harmon.  The real star of this movie was the song “Ebb Tide” written in 1953 by Carl Sigman and Robert  Maxwell.  In this brilliant arrangement by Merle Isaac one can just about hear the tide of the ocean as it is going out.  The following arrangement features our own talented pianist Ms. Mimi Mech.  

“Spoon River”

One of the strongest champions of neglected American Folk songs was the Australian born Percy Aldridge Grainger who became an American citizen.  
Trained in Europe, Grainger came to America in 1915 as a concert pianist but it was though his sensitive settings of English and American Folk songs that audiences became aware of what riches lay within the boundaries of their own country.   Here is one of them; it is called “Spoon River” and is based upon an American Folk dance. Assistant Conductor James Chesterson will conduct the orchestra in “Spoon River”.  

“River Songs”

Our next number is based on two well-known songs; the Negro Spiritual “Deep River” has origins that go back into the world of slavery. Both the lyric and melody are anonymous, but the haunting lyric expresses the yearning to be free. Robert Lowery, an American Hymn composer who was born in Philadelphia in 1826, wrote “Shall We Gather at the River”.  Lowery was a Baptist minister and Professor of Literature at Bucknell University.  Lowery wrote about 500 hymns including “I Need Thee Every Hour” and We’re Marching to Zion”.  

“Song of the Sea”

Elliot Del Borgo was born October 27, 1938 in Port Chester, New York. Mr Del Borgo holds two masters degrees, a Doctor of Music from Temple University and a doctoral equivalency from the State University of New York.  While working on his Master of Music Degree at the Philadelphia Conservatory of Music he studied composition with Vincent Persichetti and trumpet with Gilbert Johnson, the principal trumpet for the Philadelphia Symphony Orchestra. Elliot Del Borgo is an award-winning composer with nearly 500 published works.  “Songs of the Sea” was composed in the style of a tone poem.  The music depicts the changing moods of the sea.  It opens in a warm and lyrical style then climaxes in a vigorous and dramatic manner, which musically describes the daily changes of the ocean.  Enjoy “Song of the Seas”.

“Old Man River”


The Broadway Musical “Showboat” is a Classic. With music by Jerome Kern and Lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II this story of a theatrical troupe on board an old Mississippi River Steamboat broke new ground with its integration of music into the story line and its miscegenation subplot.  One of the most memorable tunes coming from this musical is the haunting “Old Man River”.  This song has been made famous by many singers and made many singers famous. We now bring you our own exciting version sung by the rich baritone voice of Mr. Thomas Potter, Associate Professor of Music at Indiana State University.  

INTERMISSION
“Cross Creek”

We open the second half of our program with an overture.  

 “Cross Creek” was composed by Carl Strommen and describes a creek, that is often located in a costal marsh or an inlet in the shore of the sea.  We feel sure you will enjoy this dramatic work.

“Moon River”

With the possible exception of the sun, no other object in the sky has influenced us more than the moon.  The moon was the first calendar and helped mark the cycles of the seasons.  Studies have shown a connection between the weather and the moon and the moon directly affects the tides of the oceans and seas.  The late Henry Mancini composed “Moon River”.  It won an Academy Award in the film called “Breakfast at Tiffany’s” starring Audrey Hepburn and George Pepard. A recent poll was taken which rated the most popular songs from motion pictures.  Moon River came in number four.  For this number we are delighted to bring back the dancers from the Academy of Dance.

“Carribean Carnival”

The U.S. Gulf Coast, Central America, the West Indies and South America bound the Caribbean Sea.  This area includes islands such as Puerto Rico, Haiti, Jamaica and the Bahamas.  These islands are famous for celebrating carnivale.  Carnivale is known in this country as Mardi Gras. Composer Francis Feese has caught the fun and joy in the following composition.

“Shenandoah”

The Shenandoah River flows for about 200 miles through the valley of the same name North East from Northern Virginia to the Potomac River at Harpers Ferry in West Virginia.  It is bounded by the Blue Ridge Mountains and the Allegheny Mountains.  The Shenandoah is remembered for the bloody Civil War campaigns fought between 1862-1864. Shenandoah is also a beautiful haunting melody from that time.  Doctor Melendy will perform on his Guarnerious Violin with Assistant Conductor Jim Chesterson on the podium.

“From Sea to Shining Sea”

“America the Beautiful” is one of the great patriotic songs of the United States.  Katherine Lee Bates, a Professor of English at Wellesley College, composed the words as a poem in 1893 after a visit to Pike’s Peak.   Samuel A. Ward originally composed the music for the hymn “Materna”. “America the Beautiful” is a sublime marriage of words and music. “From Sea to Shining Sea” is a fantasy based on “America the Beautiful”. We are especially pleased and honored to present singers from the Chancel Choir at the Memorial United Methodist Church under the direction of Donn C. Jones with the orchestra conducted by Jim Chesterson.

“On Golden Pond”

The motion picture “On Golden Pond” featured Katharine Hepburn, Jane Fonda and was the last movie of the great Henry Fonda.  Henry is brilliant as a crotchety retired professor who is angry at getting old and possibly losing his faculties.  Hepburn, who has also passed on, is fine as his devoted all-knowing wife, and Jane Fonda gives a great performance as the alienated daughter.  It was filmed in New Hampshire on the beautiful lakes Squam and Winnepesaukee.  Dave Grusin composed the Academy Award winning score.  This lovely theme is heard throughout the opening credits and is primarily a piano solo accompanied by the orchestra.  We are proud to again present our own pianist Ms Mimi Mech.  

“Victory at Sea”

We will close this program with music by the legendary Broadway composer, Richard Rodgers called “Victory at Sea”.  The music was originally written for a TV documentary by the same name commissioned and shown on the NBC TV network in the early 1950’s.  Victory at Sea was orchestrated and arranged by Robert Russell Bennett and shows the fascinating, boring and terrifying life at sea during the Second World War.  The series won numerous awards including an EMMY and a Peabody Award.  

In this stunning score you will hear: Song of the High Seas, Submarines in a Calm Sea, Beneath the Southern Cross, The Guadalcanal March, Fiddlin off Watch, The Sunny Pacific Islands, The Approaching Enemy, The Attack, Death and Debris, and closes with The Hymn of Victory.

NARRATOR: - After the last number, Dr. Melendy will reintroduce all of the special performers for a final acknowledgement from the audience.  

He will then announce the Encore: Russian Sailors Dance.  
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