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A Fairy Tale is a story, usually for children, about elves, hobgoblins, dragons, fairies and other magical creatures.  Historically they became popular through the Brothers Grimm and Hans Christian Anderson.  Their stories and others like them are still popular today.

In the twentieth century Walt Disney was a pioneer in bringing fairy tales to the motion pictures when he created such films as Snow White, Cinderella, Bambi, Pinochio and many others that are still box office successes.  Today the books by J.K. Rowling and J.R.R. Tolkein have become such phenomenal attractions that they are breaking all records for book sales and motion pictures. 

Almost as important to the movie productions as the books is the musical score.  Composers John Williams, Stephen Flaherty, James Horner and Frank Churchill have contributed their talents to these productions.   

In today’s program we have primarily selected compositions that contain elements of fantasy, but it also seemed natural to include compositions that are simply fun frolics.  

Now, on with the show!

“JOHN WILLIAMS SOUNDRACK HIGHLIGHTS”

Former conductor of the Boston Pops Orchestra and composer of music for the motion pictures, John Williams enjoys phenomenal success with every score he writes.  We open our program with soundtrack highlights from three of his films: “Harry Potter & the Sorcerer’s Stone, Artificial Intelligence, and The Patriot”.   Harry Potter is an orphan whose parents were killed by an evil sorcerer when Harry was a baby.  Harry’s aunt and uncle mistreat him horribly, but he finds another family in his professors and students at a school for wizards.  Here are some musical excerpts. 

“THE GREAT LOCOMOTIVE CHASE”

In the early years of the Civil War, Georgia was largely protected from military hostilities, leaving it free to ship arms, munitions, food and supplies to Confederate troops on the battlefields to the Northeast.  It was the importance of the extensive rail system to the Confederates that prompted James Andrews, a union spy from Kentucky, to attempt a daring effort to disrupt the 138 mile long rail line connecting Atlanta and Chattanooga.  

Along with 19 Union soldiers dressed as civilians, Andrews arrived at Marietta, Ga. On April 12, 1862.  The group boarded a northbound train pulled by the “General”, a wood-burning locomotive.  At Big Shanty, the train stopped so the passengers and crew could eat breakfast.  Andrews used the break to uncouple the engine from the train.  The group then sped off with the goal of damaging as many Western and Atlanta tracks and rail bridges as possible.  
Upon hearing the General steam out, the conductor, William Fuller and two W & A employees ran out of the hotel dining room and pursued the stolen locomotive by foot for several miles.  Ultimately, Fuller would commandeer another locomotive called “Texas”, and joined by Confederate soldiers finally catch “Andrews Raiders”. This raid was dramatized during the 1960’s for the Wonderful World of Disney and starred Fess Parker. Joel Chandler Harris, a well known journalist of the time and writer of the “Uncle Remus” stories, later turned into the live action/animated Disney movie “Song of the South”, characterized this event as, “the boldest adventure of the war”.

The “Great Locomotive Chase” was composed in the fall of 1999 by Robert W. Smith, and completed for the orchestra in 2001, the piece describes in sound the events that occurred.  

“THE LITTLE MERMAID”

Now, Assistant Conductor James Chesterson leaves the trumpet section to take the podium for the next two numbers.  “The Little Mermaid”, a Hans Christian Anderson fairy tale, was turned into an animated movie by the Walt Disney studios. This production was a box office winner and the popular song “Under the Sea” hit the musical charts.  In this orchestration, which features the string section you will hear: Part of Your World, Under the Sea, and Kiss the Girl.  

“LULLABY OF THE DRUMS”

From the string section we now go to the percussion section in a composition by the great American composer and arranger Leroy Anderson.  Enjoy the “Lullaby of the Drums.

“The SHEPHERD’S PIPE, AND THE HOLLY AND THE IVY”

We are pleased to bring back a performing group that last appeared with the Sinfonietta in 2000.  The theme for that program was “Magical Memories from Broadway and Hollywood”.  The audience was moved when they sang “You’ll Never Walk Alone”. Today, the Terre Haute Children’s Choir will once again grace our stage.  Their director, Dr. Todd Sullivan, is also Chairman of the music Department at ISU.  The music of John Rutter is featured as the chorus sings, “The Shepherds Pipe, and The Holly and the Ivy”. 

“SONG OF THE BELLS”

Leroy Anderson composed many works that were debuted by the Boston Pops Orchestra.  One of his last compositions is our next selection.  We are sure you will enjoy his Song of the Bells. 

“DANCE OF THE SUGAR PLUM FAIRIES AND THE CHINESE DANCE”

One of the foremost dancing schools in our city is the All Star Productions led by director Tammy Schaeffer.  This talented troupe appeared with the Sinfonietta in our Phantoms of the Opera program in March of 2001.  They stole the show with their version of Can-Can from Offenbach’s “Orpheus in the Underworld”.  

Director Schaeffer continues to do work with Disney World in Florida and Tammy has just been appointed as the new Director of the ISU Sparkettes.  Her troupe will perform two well-known dances from the “Nutcracker Ballet by Tchaikovsky.  We know you will appreciate their artistry in “The Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairies and The Chinese Dance.  

“CHRISTMAS IN THE KITCHEN”

Perhaps you have noticed a young man in the percussion section that appears to be lost along side those big guys around him. We can assure you that he more than holds his own.  We would like to spotlight him in our next number.  Please welcome Gershwin Marks as they have some fun in our next selection called “Christmas in the Kitchen”.

“THE PRINCE OF EGYPT”

In 1998 Dream Works Pictures produced “The Prince of Egypt”, an animated version of the Ten Commandments, which became one of the top animated films of the year.  Stephen Schwartz composed the academy award winning music to this film.  In this  arrangement you will hear “Deliver Us”, Through Heaven’s Eyes” and When You Believe”.  

INTERMISSION 12 MINUTES

“LORD OF THE RINGS”

We will open the second half of the program with music from a production that has created almost a frenzy in the movie houses.  The “Lord of the Rings” by J.R.R. Tolkein,  is the story of Frodo Baggins’ quest to destroy a powerful ring that will end the reign of the Dark Lords in the Middle Earth. To date, the Ring Cycle Films have grossed $1.78 Billion worldwide. The following is a Symphonic Suite from the Fellowship of the Ring composed by Howard Shore.  

“DISNEY CLASSICS”

Walt Disney was a pioneer in bringing fairy tales to the animated screen along with live action motion pictures.  The next selection will feature music from several Disney pictures.  You will recognize Chim Chim Cheree from Mary Poppins, A Dream is a Wish Your Heart Makes from Snow White, It’s a Small World, and Zippity Doo Dah from the Song of the South.  Assistant Conductor James Chesterson returns to the podium to conduct Disney Classics.

“ONCE UPON A DECEMBER”

The Twentieth Century Fox film Anastasia is the story about the still questioned theory 

that Czar Nicholas the Second’s youngest daughter, Anastasia, survived the family’s assassination during the Russian Revolution.  From this film comes the haunting waltz, Once Upon a December.  Once again we present the All Star Productions dancers. 

“SANTA AT THE SYMPHONY”

Our next selection is a very clever adaptation of several well-known classical themes from such composers as Mozart, Tchaikovsky, Brahms, and Beethoven.  Composer Mark Willliams has arranged well-known themes and combined them with seasonal melodies Silent Night and Jingle Bells. 

“WINTER HOLIDAY”
The All Star Productions Dancers will make their final appearance on today’s program in a delightful Marty Gold arrangement of the famous Leroy Anderson song “Sleigh Ride” and Delix Bernard’s song “Winter Wonderland”.    

“THE HOMEOWNER’S GUIDE TO MAKING MUSIC”

We feel sure you have enjoyed the talents of our guest artists on today’s program. We now present three local artists who will reveal their surprising musical talents in our next number.  Most people think of the common instruments we have in our orchestra when considering soloists.  We have the violin, cello, flute, clarinet, trumpet and piano.  You might think that would cover all the solo instruments…(short pause)…but you would be wrong.  In the next selection we have invited three talented gentlemen to perform with the Sinfonietta.

We are proud to present the distinguished Weather STORM Team from WTHI Channel 10-TV. Few know that along with their meteorological brilliance, these gentlemen have developed quite an amazing skill with their chosen musical instrument.  Please greet Mr.  ____________________ playing the Hair Dryer. (Soloist enters the stage with instrument to acknowledge applause.)  Next please welcome Mr. __________________ with the blender, and last but certainly not lease is Mr. ________________ with the vacuum cleaner. 

(At this point, the conductor will ask for an “A” from the piano and the soloists will turn on their instruments all at once.)  The Conductor will cut them all off at once and start the piece.)

“HOLIDAY TREAT”
You have been a great audience.  We would like to close this program with a final frolic piece.  The Christmas season is already upon us, indeed most local businesses were showing Christmas items in October. It would seem appropriate to end with one of the most popular melodies of the season.  Composed by James Pierpont, and cleverly arranged by Victor Lopez the song Jingle Bells is presented in a moderate rock style, swing style, a two beat style and closes in a reggae style.  

At the conclusion, the Conductor will ask all the performers to return and receive another round of applause from the audience.  When all have been reintroduced, the Conductor will announce the encore.  “Let it Snow, Let it Snow”. 
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