Terre Haute Sinfonietta Pops Orchestra 

Christmas Concert 21 Nov 2009

“Over the River and To the Woods”


Jim will welcome everyone and introduce Sr. Jeanne Knoerle who will be the Mistress of Ceremonies/Narrator for the concert. 

Sr. Jeanne Knoerle began her academic life as a theatre major at SMWC. After entering the Sisters of Providence she taught journalism before earning a Doctorate in Chinese Literature and taught in Taiwan and at the Woods. She served as President of SMWC for 15 years, after which she became a Program Director in the Religion Division of the Lilly Endowment in Indianapolis. After her retirement from the endowment, she served as Director of Residential Life and Services for the Sisters of Providence. She is now a volunteer at the White Violet Center for Eco-Justice and helping to organize a new entity in the Wabash Valley dedicated to developing a sensitivity to the needs of the environment: the Our Green Valley Alliance for Sustainability. 
Please welcome Sr. Jeanne Knoerle.
MADRIGAL SINGERS PERFORM 

NARRATOR:  Good Afternoon.  The SMWC Madrigal singers under the direction of  Michael Boswell, Asst Professor of Voice and Director of Choirs will open our program this afternoon with four (4) songs. The set begins with the traditional French Carol, “Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella”. They will then sing “Le Sommeil de L’Enfant Jesus” (The Slumber of the Infant Jesus) by Francois Auguste Gevaert who was a Belgian teacher, writer/historian and composer who lived from 1828 to 1908. He served at various times as the organist at the Jesuit College of Ghent, Music Director of the Opera-Comique in Paris, and head of the Brussels Conservatory.  He also composed the national anthem for the Belgian Congo now known as the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
The Madrigal Singers will also perform the “Czech Lullaby Carol” most commonly referred to as the Rocking Carol arranged by Joseph Wilcox Jenkins, and close with “Touro-Louro-Louro a traditional French Carol by Nicolas Saboly. Saboly, who was from Provence studied at the University of Avignon and was ordained a Jesuit Priest.  He is best known for composing a series of Noels or Christmas songs. They were designed to be sung to secular airs popular at the time. Two motets and two masses are also attributed to Saboly, but he is otherwise not known as a composer. Saboly lived from 1614 to 1675.

JAZZ ENSEMBLE PERFORMS

NARRATOR:  Steve Prescott, Assoc.  Prof. of Music and Director of Instrumental Ensembles at SMWC will now lead the SMWC Jazz Ensemble in the secular Christmas song “Let it Snow!, Let it Snow!, Let it Snow!” with Nicole Wieg as the vocalist. The song that would become “White Christmas” was conceived by Irving Berlin for the 1935 film “Top Hat” with Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers. The song was not used in that film but was sung by Bing Crosby in the 1942 film “Holiday Inn” from which the hotel chain 
got its name. The song was most famously used in the 1954 film “White Christmas” again sung by Bing Crosby. The ensemble will perform the Roger Holmes arrangement of “White Christmas” with Elyse Marshall, vocalist. 

The song, “Christmas Time is Here” by Lee Mendelson and Vince Guaraldi was written for a “Charlie Brown Christmas” special on TV. The song is sung by Nicole Wieg. The SMWC Jazz Ensemble will close out with “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” with Elyse Marshall returning to sing.

WIND ENSEMBLE PERFORMS – THE NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

Students and community volunteer musicians make up the membership of the SMWC Wind Ensemble. Today the Wind Ensemble will perform “The Nightmare Before Christmas” written by Danny Elfman for the movie of the same name.  Daniel Robert Elfman was born in Los Angeles in 1953.  Elfman has been nominated four (4) times for an Academy Award for his film music, including the 2008 film “Milk”, and the films “Good Will Hunting, Men in Black and Big Fish”.  Danny Elfman also composes for TV, having written the music for “The Simpsons, Family Guy and Desperate Housewives” among others. Danny Elfman is married to the actress Bridget Fonda and has three (3) children.

PERFORM – CHRISTMAS RECOLLECTIONS

Christmas Recollections is a medley of well known Christmas songs arranged by John Edmondson. The songs quoted in the medley are “Frosty the Snow Man, Santa Claus is Commin’ to Town, I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus, and Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas”. 

PERFORM – TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS

Clement Clarke Moore is best known as the author of the poem “A Visit from St. Nicholas” commonly known today as “Twas the Night Before Christmas”. Moore was famous in his own day as a professor of Oriental and Greek literature at Columbia College now Columbia University. In 1821 he was named as Professor of Biblical Learning at the General Theological Seminary in New York where he composed a two (2) volume dictionary of Hebrew and in 1844 a collection of poems. Moore died in July of 1863. 

Dr. Sharon Ammen will recite the poem as the wind ensemble plays a special arrangement by Jack Bullock. 

INTERMISSION - 

IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER

NARRATOR: Gustav Theodore Holst was born in 1874 in England.  Holst grew up in the world of Oscar Wilde, A. Connan Doyle, Paul Gaugin, Tchaikovsky, and Verdi. Holst became friendly with Ralph Vaughn Williams when they both attended the Royal College of Music in London in 1895. Although Holst first learned piano and violin, and began composing at the age of five, he was stricken with a nerve condition that affected the movement of his right hand. He subsequently took up the trombone which was less painful to play and supported himself as a performing trombonist before his compositions became more successful and his income was given stability by his teaching posts.  

In 1905 he was appointed Director of Music at St Paul’s Girls School where he composed the still popular “St Paul’s Suite” for the school orchestra in 1913.  In 1907, Holst also became Director of Music at Morley College. Holst’s use of old English madrigals and folk songs is one of his music’s most recognizable features.  

Today the orchestra will open with Holst’s hymn “In the Bleak Midwinter”. The lyrics to the song were written as a poem by Christina Rossetti before 1872 which was published posthumously.   It became a Christmas carol when it appeared in “The English Hymnal” in 1906 with music by Holst. The music we perform today was arranged by Robert W. Smith.  

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel is a translation of the Latin text “Veni, Veni, Emmanuel” by John Mason Neale in the mid 19th century. Its origins are unclear, but it is thought that its antiphons are from at least the 8th Century, possibly Gregorian origins, or from the 12th Century or from a 15th Century French processional for Franciscan nuns. It is certainly medieval and the text is based on the biblical prophesy from Isaiah 7:14 that states that God will give Israel a sign that will be called Immanuel, which means “God is With Us”. Matthew 1:23 states fulfillment of this prophecy will be in the birth of Jesus of Nazareth.  

The arrangement the orchestra is using today is by Delwyn Elliott.

PAT-A-PAN

Hershey Kay was born in 1919 in Philadelphia and attended the Curtis Institute where he studied cello and composition under Randall Thompson along with Leonard Bernstein. He played cello in various Broadway pit orchestras and started arranging music to escape playing the cello. He was largely self-taught as an orchestrator, and when Bernstein commissioned him to orchestrate his musical comedy “On the Town” in 1940 he became one of the most sought after orchestrators on Broadway.  Later orchestrations for Bernstein include Peter Pan and Candide. Hershey Kay also orchestrated “Evita” by Andrew Lloyd Weber.  

Hershey Kay arranged the traditional French carol “Pat-a-Pan” for George Szell and the Cleveland Orchestra. Pat-a-Pan revolves around the birth of Jesus, and is told from the perspective of shepherds playing simple instruments.  This is conceptually similar to the carol “The Little Drummer Boy”, with its chorus of pa-rump-pa-pum-pum.  Kay has arranged it as a fantasy for orchestra.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE

Neils Wihelm Gade was the most important Danish composer of the 19th century, having been born in Copenhagen in 1817 and died in 1890. He was a violinist with the Royal Danish Orchestra and his concert overture “Memories of Ossian” premiered with the orchestra in 1841. When his 1st symphony was turned down for performance by the orchestra, he sent it to Felix Mendelssohn who conducted it in Leipzig in March of 1843.  Gade moved to Leipzig to teach at the Conservatory and work as an Assistant Conductor to the Gewandhaus Orchestra. Gade was friends with both Mendelssohn and Robert Schumann. After the death of Mendelssohn in 1847 Gade was appointed as successor chief conductor of the Gewandhaus Orchestra, but was forced to return to Copenhagen in the spring of 1848 when war broke out between Prussia and Denmark. 

In Copenhagen Gade became Director of the Copenhagen Musical Society and established a new orchestra and chorus and settled in as the most prominent musician in Denmark. Gade encouraged and taught both Edvard Grieg and Carl Nielsen.  Gade’s compositions number approximately 300. 

This afternoon the orchestra will perform the Children’s Christmas Eve by Niels Wilhem Gade and arranged for string orchestra by Richard Hofmann. The movements of the suite are I. The Midnight Bell of Christmas, II. Infant Jesus Born to Us, III. The Christmas Tree, IV. Dance of the Young Girl, and V. Good Night. 

WINTER WONDERLAND

Due to its seasonal theme, “Winter Wonderland” is often regarded as a Christmas song, although the holiday itself is never mentioned in the lyrics. There is a mention of “sleigh bells” several times, implying that this song refers to the Christmas period.  The song was written in 1934 by Felix Bernard with lyrics by Richard B. Smith. It has been recorded many times by artists as varied as George Strait, Perry Como, Elvis Presley, Ozzy Osburne, Bob Dylan and Frank Sinatra.  The list of recordings takes an entire single spaced page. 

STILLE NACHT

Silent Night is arguably the most famous Christmas song ever written. There are currently about 300 translations of the song in the world, including Chinese, Cheyenne, Swahili, and Zulu.  There are many myths about the writing of Silent Night. The truth is that Fr. Joseph Mohr wrote the six verses in 1816 when he was a young priest. We have no idea if any particular event inspired Fr. Mohr to write the words. On December 24th, 1818, Fr. Mohr went to the home of his musician-schoolteacher friend Franz Gruber who lived in an apartment over the schoolhouse in Oberndorf, Austria. Mohr showed his friend the poem and asked him to add a melody and guitar accompaniment so that it could be sung at Midnight Mass. His reason for wanting the new carol is unknown. Some speculate the organ would not work but there is no proof of this. Some feel that Fr. Mohr, who loved guitar music, just wanted a new carol for Christmas. Later that evening, the two men backed by the choir in St. Nicholas Church sang the song for the first time. 

By the time the song became famous, Joseph Mohr had died and the composer was unknown. Although Franz Gruber had written to music authorities in Berlin stating that he was the composer, the melody had been assumed to be the work of Haydn, Mozart or Beethoven at various times and these thoughts persisted into the twentieth century.  A few years ago, a long-lost arrangement in the hand of Joseph Mohr was authenticated and in the upper right hand corner Mohr had written “Melodie by Fr. Xav. Gruber”. 

Part of the miracle of Silent Night is that the words flowed from the imagination of a modest curate and the music was composed by a musician who was not known outside of his village. There was no celebrity to sing at its world premiere. Its powerful message of heavenly peace has crossed all borders and language barriers. 

The orchestra will close with Silent Night arranged by Chip Davis and Calvin Custer for Mannheim Steamroller. Tonight and every night we wish you to sleep in heavenly peace.

1

