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Did you ever hear a faintly familiar melody and wonder where you heard that tune before?  The Sinfonietta Pops Orchestra will help you resolve that dilemma at their concert “I’ve Heard That Song Before” on Sunday, October 24th at 3:00 p.m. in the historic Hippodrome Theatre in the Scottish Rite Building.

 

The narrator for the concert is Lynn Hughes, Executive Director of the Terre Haute Children's Museum, which recently had its Grand Opening celebration.  Prior to assuming her position at the Children's Museum, Hughes had a successful career at Saint-Mary-of-the-Woods-College, serving as a graphic designer, director of public relations, director of college relations, special assistant to the president and co-director of the College's Annual Woods Fund. Prior to her time at SMWC, she spent two years as a reporter with the Terre Haute Tribune-Star. Hughes is an active volunteer with the Susan G. Komen for the Cure at the local and national levels. She holds a bachelor’s degree in journalism from Indiana State University and a master’s degree in leadership development from Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College. 

 

The Sinfonietta Pops Orchestra is led by James N. Chesterson, Music Director, and  Rodney A. Foster, Assistant Conductor. The Sinfonietta is the Orchestra in Residence at St.-Mary-of-the-Woods-College.  Admission to the concert is $10 for adults, $5 for children and students. 
 

“I’ve Heard That Song Before” presents tunes you have heard at movies, in commercial ads, or as background music but you were never sure just where it originated. You may think that you don’t really appreciate classical music but do you remember the TV ad, “Beef, it’s what’s for dinner”?  That music is Aaron Copland’s “Hoe-Down” from the ballet “Rodeo”. It would be difficult to overestimate the influence Copland has had on film music. Virtually every composer who scored for western movies, particularly between 1940 and 1960 was shaped by the style Copland developed. 

 

The orchestral piece “The Dance of the Hours” from the rarely produced opera “La Gioconda” by Amilcare Ponchielli would hardly be recognized by most people until they heard the melody.  A hint of what the audience will hear is that the tune was used by Walt Disney in the 1940 movie”Fantasia” and a parody song by Alan Sherman in 1963.  

“On the Beautiful Blue Danube” by Johann Strauss is arguably the most famous waltz ever written.  In 1968 Stanley Kubrick used it in his film “2001: A Space Odyssey”. Johann Pachelbel, a composer of the middle Baroque era, wrote “Canon in D Major” but it wasn’t until it was used in the award winning film “Ordinary People” that it surged in popularity and in recent years has been used in many weddings as a processional. 

 

Two selections that are reflected in television ads are “The Pink Panther” by Henry Mancini and Karl Jenkins “Palladio Suite”. “Adagio for Strings” by Samuel Barber was used in the movie “Platoon”. Tschaikovsky’s “None but the Lonely Heart”, and the TV commercial “I’d Like to Buy the World a Coke” will round out the program which will conclude with George Gershwin’s “An American in Paris”.  The all volunteer orchestra gratefully recognizes grants from Arts Illiana and the City of Terre Haute.
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