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Curtain opens and National Anthem is played, followed by “A Short Overture”.

Jim introduces Guest Narrator Col. Chris Colbert with bio info.
NARRATOR:  Good afternoon. We all know about the “Classics” in musical literature. Bach, Beethoven and Brahms are rightly venerated for their compositions that have stood the test of time. No one could deny the genius of Mozart who started composing at the tender age of five (5). We too often forget that musical genius does not know geography. In the twentieth century, American composers wrote music that entertained the entire world. Today we are just going to skim the surface of the extraordinary breadth and depth that is American Music from the twentieth (20th) Century. 
The orchestra opened with Don Gillis’ “A Short Overture to An Unwritten Opera”.   

Don Gillis was born in Cameron, Missouri in 1912 and studied at Texas Christian University and earned a Masters Degree from North Texas State University in 1943. He became producer for the NBC Symphony Orchestra during the tenure of Arturo Toscanini. He also taught at several academic institutions in the Southern United States and helped to found the “Symphony of the Air”. Gillis was a prolific composer, writing ten (10) symphonies, six (6) string quartets and numerous other symphonic works. He is remembered mostly for his “Symphony No. 5 ½, A Symphony for Fun”. 
MY FUNNY VALENTINE

Next the orchestra will perform the Richard Rodgers, Lorenz Hart song “My Funny Valentine”. The song was originally written for the 1937 Broadway Show “Babes in Arms”. The arrangement today was written by David Rose for the Red Skelton radio show which was broadcast on February 10th, 1948. We know this because David Rose spent a week in 1968 as composer in residence at ISU as the guest of Dr. Earle Melendy, the founder of this orchestra. Mr. Rose left behind the music he used for the final public concert. Ladies and Gentlemen: “My Funny Valentine”.
“SALUTE TO OL’ BLUE EYES”

Although Frank Sinatra isn’t credited as a composer, he is certainly known for introducing a large body of 20th century American music.  We thought the following medley of songs made popular by Frank Sinatra should have a place in this program. John Moss has arranged four (4) songs that Sinatra turned into classics. “I’ve Got You Under My Skin” was originally written by Cole Porter.  Bert Kaempfert, Charles Singleton and Eddie Snyder composed “Strangers in the Night”in 1966. “That’s Life” was composed in 1964 by Dean Kay and Kelly Gordon and “The Lady is a Tramp” is from the 1937 Rodgers and Hart show “Babes in Arms”, the same show that introduced 
“My Funny Valentine”.  Here is a “Salute to Ol’ Blue Eyes” as arranged by John Moss. 
“MOTOWN FOREVER”

Berry Gordy has been a very successful pop song writer and producer, but his lasting fame will be as the founder of Motown Records. At the suggestion of William “Smokey” Robinson, and with an $800 loan from his family, Gordy founded an R&B label called Tamla Records in late 1959.  In April 1960 the name was changed and the company was incorporated as Motown Records, Inc. With a stable of performers such as “Smokey 
Robinson and the Miracles, The Supremes, Marvin Gaye, The Temptations, The Four Tops, Gladys Knight and the Pips, Stevie Wonder and The Jackson Five”, the company’s future was assured. The orchestra will now perform a medley of songs released by Motown Records. “My Girl” was written and performed by Smokey Robinson and the Miracles, “Stop! in the Name of Love” was written by Lamont Dozier, Brian and Edward Holland, “I Heard it Through the Grapevine” by Norman Whitfield and Barrett Strong, and finally “I’ll Be There” with words and music by Berry Gordy and collaborators.  Here is Motown Forever.
“HARRY POTTER SYMPHONIC SUITE”

One of the most successful and prolific composers for the late 20th Century and continuing to this day is John Williams. Williams was born on Long Island in 1932. In 1948, the family moved to Los Angles and John attended UCLA. After service in the U.S. Air Force, John moved back east to study at the Julliard School of Music in New York. 
John Williams began composing for television in the 1950’s eventually moving into feature films. In 1972 he won an Oscar for his orchestration of the music for “Fiddler on the Roof”. In 1974, Williams began his collaboration with Steven Spielberg that has led to some of his best known and most popular works. Williams won Academy Awards for the music for Jaws, E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial, and Schindler’s List.  Williams also composed the music for the Superman series, the Star Wars series, and the Indiana Jones series. 
John Williams has been nominated for 42 Academy Awards and currently holds the record for the most nominations for a living person and has the third most Oscar nominations in history. Today we will perform the music from the Harry Potter series. Here is the Harry Potter Symphonic Suite.

INTERMISSION
“WHILE WE’RE YOUNG”

Alec Wilder was born Alexander Lafayette Chew Wilder, in Rochester, New York in February 1907. He studied briefly at the Eastman School of Music, but was largely self-taught as a composer. As a young man, he moved to New York City and made the Algonquin Hotel his permanent home, although he traveled often and widely.
Mitch Miller, who was a classmate at the Eastman School, and Frank Sinatra were initially responsible for getting Wilder’s music to the public. It was Miller who organized the now historic recordings of Wilder’s octets beginning in 1939. Combining elements of classical chamber music, popular melodies and a jazz rhythm section, the octets became popular through these recordings. 

Sinatra persuaded Columbia to record some of Wilder’s solo wind works with string orchestra in 1945 with Sinatra conducting. The two men became lifelong friends and Sinatra recorded many of Wilder’s popular songs. His last song, “A Long Night” was written in response to a 1980 request from Sinatra for a “Saloon Song”. 
Alec Wilder died of lung cancer on Christmas Eve in 1980 in Gainsville, Florida. 
Wilder composed twelve (12) operas, four (4) musicals and numerous works for chamber ensemble and solo instruments in addition to his popular songs.  He also arranged a series of Christmas carols for Tubachristmas, which was founded by Harvey Phillips, Prof. Emeritus of Tuba at Indiana University. Always concerned about how his work was interpreted he was displeased with how the jazz singer Peggy Lee improvised the ending of “While We’re Young”, he wrote her a note: “The next time you come to the bridge of the song, jump!”  Assistant Director Rodney Foster directs the orchestra in the popular song “While We’re Young”.
“QUIET CITY”
Aaron Copland was the quintessential 20th Century American Composer. He was born in Brooklyn in 1900 of Lithuanian Jewish parents.  At the time of his death in 1990 he was considered the “Dean” of American Music Composers for his use of American themes and folk Styles.  

Beginning in 1936 Copland wrote a series of ballets, and other concert works that have become icons of modern American music.  With compositions such as “Billy the Kid, Rodeo, A Lincoln Portrait and the Fanfare for the Common Man” Aaron Copland’s music is recognized worldwide.   Although best known for his ballets and concert works, he also scored the music for eight (8) films, most notably “The Red Pony, Of Mice and Men, Our Town, and The City”. Today we have chosen to perform “Quiet City” from the last named movie. It is written for oboe, trumpet and strings. 
Assistant Director Rodney Foster continues on the podium with Brooke Stepp on Oboe and Jim Chesterson on trumpet in Aaron Copland’s “Quiet City”.
“HOAGY CARMICHAEL, AN AMERICAN TREASURE”
Hoagland Howard “Hoagy” Carmichael was born in Bloomington, IN in 1899. He is one of the few great craftsmen who became the most important innovators in the first half of the 20th century.  Alec Wilder, in his study of American popular song, concluded that Hoagy Carmichael was the “most talented, inventive, sophisticated and jazz oriented” of the hundreds of writers composing pop songs in the first half of the 20th century. He earned a Bachelor’s degree and a law degree in 1926 from Indiana University. He eventually devoted himself full time to music.  In 1937 he wrote the song “Chimes of Indiana”. It was made Indiana University’s official Alma Mater in 1978. He was awarded an Honorary Doctorate in Music from IU in 1972. Along with his popular songs, he appeared as an actor in at least 14 motion pictures. 

He is best known for writing “Stardust, Georgia on My Mind, and Heart and Soul”, three of the most recorded songs of all time. It is interesting to note that his 1927 composition “Stardust” has been called the most recorded American song ever written. This one song still generates approximately $50,000 per year in royalties.  

Sammy Nestico was born in 1924 in Pittsburgh and is a well known composer and arranger. He has been a professional arranger since 1941, when he became staff arranger for ABC radio station WCAE in Pittsburgh at the age of seventeen (17). During his career he arranged music for the Count Basie Orchestra, the U.S. Air Force Band, and the U.S. Marine Band. In addition, he played the trombone in the big bands of Tommy Dorsey, Woody Herman, Gene Krupa, and Charlie Barnet. As an orchestrator he has worked on nearly seventy (70) TV programs and has published nearly 600 numbers for school groups and many for professional big bands. 

To end our program we have chosen a medley of Hoagy Carmichael songs arranged by Sammy Nestico. We begin with “Georgia on My Mind, then Skylark, Lazy River, Heart and Soul, and ending with Stardust”.   
Jim will recognize musical soloists and M/C Chris Colbert, and announce next concert which is 2:00 PM on Saturday 21 November at SMWC in the Cecilian Auditorium.  
ENCORE - “What I Did For Love” from a “Chorus Line” by Marvin Hamlisch.
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